
Biological Therapy
Treatments That Use Your Immune System to Fight Cancer

Most cancer patients will encounter a 
biological agent at some point during 

the course of their treatment. 

§ What biological therapy is.
§ The immune system.
§ The difference between biological 

therapy and chemotherapy.
§ How biological therapy fi ghts cancer.

To help prepare patients for biological 
therapy, this booklet explains: 
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§ Why do you recommend 
biological therapy for me?

§ Will biological therapy be my 
only treatment?

§ How often will I get treatment?
§ What side effects can I expect?

The booklet encourages patients to 
discuss these questions with their 
doctors or nurses:

§ Call NCI’s Cancer Information 
Service Toll-free at: 
1-800-4-CANCER 
(1-800-422-6237)
TTY: 1-800-332-8615

§ Visit the NCI’s Web site at 
www.cancer.gov and click 
on “NCI Publications.”

For more information, or to order 
this booklet:
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